Phylum Porifera

General Characteristics:

1. Sponges are sessile invertebrates that are ____________________ and have no true tissues or organs.

2. Sponges exhibit less cell specialization than most other animals, and have great ____________________ abilities.

3. Sponges are almost always ____________________.

4. Out of the 10,000 species, only 150 species are fresh water.

5. The basic body plan of a sponge is a hollow _______________. Collar cells line the inside of the sponge and draw water into the cylinder through many small pores called _______________.  Water exists through the top of the sponge at an opening called the _______________.

6. Sponges are ____________________. Collar cells engulf and digest food such as bacteria, protozoans, and algae.

7. _______________ are cells that transfer food from the collar cells to the other areas of the sponge.

8. Sponges receive structural support from spongin or ____________________.

9. Asexual reproduction occurs by means of ____________________ and budding. Sexual reproduction is by means of eggs and sperm which join to create a free-cilitated larvae

10. Excretion and respiration are by ____________________.
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