The Digestive System

General Info

1. Functions by breaking down ______________ molecules so the _______________ 

    can use the nutrients in it.

2. Digestion is both a _______________ and _______________ process.

3. Digestion occurs in the ____________________ tract.

Physical Digestion

4. The ______________, teeth, _______________, small intestine and _______________ 

    are involved in the physical breakdown of food. Food actually passes through these   

    structures.

5. Taking a bite of food actually begins the _______________ phase of digestion.

6. _______________ are flat, sharp frontal teeth that cut into food.

7. _______________ are located in the back of your mouth and will _______________ food.

8. The tongue pushes food against the ____________________, which holds food into 

    position so the teeth can mash it.

9. Saliva is a mixture of _______________, _______________, and a digestive enzyme 

    called _______________.

10. The ball of food, mucus, water and enzymes is called the _______________.

11. After being chewed and lubricated the _______________ travels past the pharynx into 

      the _______________, which is a long tube that connects the oral cavity to the stomach.

12. Sometimes the _______________ covers the _______________ and food travels into the 

      trachea. When this occurs you cough violently, and food maybe passed into your nose. 

      This is also why people choke.

13. _______________ is the rhythmic contraction of muscle that pushes food through the 

     digestive system.

14. The ____________________ tract is composed of _______________ muscle, which is 

      also known as _______________ muscle.

15. The _______________ is involved in both physical and chemical digestion.

16. _______________ in your stomach occurs as peristalsis tries to move food that isn’t 

     there.

17. The stomach contains ____________________ which secretes _______________, 

      ____________________, and _______________ acid.

Organs of Chemical Digestion

18. Several organs contribute to the process of digestion but food does not pass through 

      them. These are referred to as _______________ organs.

19. The _______________ is located to the ______________ of the stomach and weighs

      about __________ lbs.

20. The liver peforms several vital functions such as storing _______________, breaking

      down _______________ substances, and secreting _______________.

21.  The _______________ functions to store _______________ and allow it to concentrate 

       before it is sent on to the ____________________.

22. _______________ is not considered a digestive enzyme, but it breaks __________

     globules into small droplets, forming a milky fluid in which fats are suspended. This

     process exposes a _______________ area of fats to the digestive action of enzymes.

23. The _______________ lies behind the stomach and secretes a _______________ that 

      contains digestive enzymes.

24. The _______________ fluid actually raises the pH of the _______________ because

      it contains ____________________.

25. The _______________ is a paste-like substance containing various nutrients, gastric

      fluid, and digestive enzymes.

Organs of Absorption and Excretion

26. The small intestine consists of three parts: the _______________, _______________, and 

      _______________.

27. The small intestine is about __________ feet long when stretched out and functions to

      release a series of enzymes that completes the digestion of the _______________.

28. In the small intestine the process of _______________ takes place where nutrients are

      delivered to the rest of the body by the _______________ system.

29. The ____________________ is the final portion of the digestive system.

30. The large intestine has four parts: the ____________________, ____________________, 

      _____________________, and the ____________________.

31. The main function of the large intestine is to _______________ water and produce 

      _______________.

