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Description

Biology is the science that seeks to understand the living world.  This course focuses on the organization of living things and how they function.  Units of study in Biology A include: Lab Safety, The Scientific Method, Cells and Cell Processes, Cell Division & Genetics. Units of study in Biology B include: Evolution, The Kingdoms of Life, and Ecology. Lectures, projects, and laboratory activities will be utilized throughout the course.  This course is designed for the student who has demonstrated an aptitude for science and plans to continue their science education beyond the minimum graduation requirements.
Scope & Sequence

Week 1 – Intro, Lab Safety, & Scientific Method 
Week 11 – 12 – Genetics

Week 2 – 3 – The Chemistry of Life & The Microscope
Week 13 – 14  - Evolution
Week 4 – 6 – Cell Structure, Function & Processes
Week 15 – 18 - Kingdom Surveys


Week 7 – 8 – Photosynthesis & Cellular Respiration
Week 19 – 21 - Ecology

Week 9 – 10 – Cell Division  



Week 22 – 23 - Water Quality








Week 24 – Clean Up, Review & Exam
 

What is a good classroom like?

1.  Everyone is treated with respect, both teacher and student.

2.  Everyone has the right to express his or her opinions and ideas (at the correct time) without being criticized or ridiculed.

3.  Everyone has the right to ask questions when they don’t understand.  No question is stupid.

4.  Everyone has the right to be able to learn and study without being disturbed by others.

5.  Everyone has the right to feel safe.

6.  Everyone has the right to speak and listen to language that is appropriate for school.

7.  Everyone has the right to know how he or she is doing in his or her schoolwork.

General Information

Students are expected to arrive to class on time and ready to learn.  Students are allowed three tardies per semester.  Upon the fourth tardy a student will serve a 6th hour detention.  Students are encouraged to take care of using the restroom, getting a drink, and going to their lockers prior to class.  The student who thinks he or she might be late for class as a result of such a chore should obtain a written pass from Mr. Carlson beforehand.  During the class period, students are encouraged to stay in the classroom.  However, a pass will be available under reasonable circumstances.   Only one student may leave the room at a time. 

Due to the laboratory nature of the course, food and drink will only be allowed in the classroom by permission.
Assignments

Collected or checked as announced and dated upon receipt.  Assignments must be neat, correctly spelled, and consistent with the directions given in class.  Late work will only be accepted if I am informed prior to the first class of the day it is due.  Failure to request a deadline prior to the first period on the due date will result in a zero for the assignment.  All non-negotiable deadlines and tests will be announced in advance.  

Making up missed assignments because of an excused absence is the student’s responsibility.  Students may obtain handouts from Mr. Carlson and notes from classmates.  All makeup work must be completed within 7 school days or receive a zero.

Supplies

You will need to bring to class: 1) pencil or pen 2) science notebook or paper 3) whatever assignment is due 4) science binder and 5) textbook

Students are expected to maintain a three ring binder (2 inch recommended), which will be collected and graded periodically.  All assignments and handouts are expected to be in the notebook even if it has been previously graded.  The binder will have four labeled sections (Assignments, Labs, Quizzes & Tests, and Notes).  To receive full credit for a binder check all materials must be present, completed, neat and in order.

Grading

Grading is based on points earned out of a total number of possible points in each section.  All assignments, tests, quizzes, and labs will be graded on the following scale:

100 – 94 = A

93 – 90 = A-

89 – 87 = B+

  86 – 83 = B

82 – 80 = B-

79 – 77 = C+

  76 – 73 = C

72 – 70 = C-

69 – 67 = D+

  66 – 63 = D

62 – 60 = D-

     < 60 = E

90 % of the trimester grade will be based on the following criteria (sections):

Tests & Quizzes 

Labs & Projects


Binder



Assignments

 
A final exam will represent 10% of your trimester grade.

Discipline

Includes disruptive behavior, inappropriate language, violation of lab safety contract, and unpreparedness.

First Offense:  Verbal warning

Second Offense:  6th hour detention and phone call home

Third Offense:  6th hour detention and parent/teacher conference

Any student who continues to be a problem and does not follow classroom rules may be removed from the course.

Based on the situation, parents and administration will be immediately contacted for issues such as plagiarism, stealing, and violations of the lab safety contract.  Plagiarism or cheating on an assignment will result in a zero grade on the given test, quiz, or assignment.

I have read the terms of this contract and find them acceptable.  Should any disagreement occur, I shall review this document.

Teacher Signature ____________________________________   Date ______________

Student Signature ____________________________________  Date _______________

